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Meredith Luce

VOTING
“The world is run by those 
who show up.” -Robert. B. 
Johnson 
  
This is the same principle that 
can and should be applied to 
voting rights around the 
world. The importance of 
voting cannot be measured in 
any one particular way. 
Instead it can be observed on 
a daily basis. It is seen in the 
actions of politicians and the 
laws and and legislation that 
dictate our lives. Much of the 
strife as well as the positive 
impacts on our l ife are 
brought on by the men and 
women who are put into 
office. The impacts that those 
we vote for have on our lives 
are monumental. For those 
that justify not voting by 
using the excuse that they do 
not believe that one singular 
person can make a change are 
inherently incorrect, for we 
see individuals having huge 
impacts on millions of people 
in the U.S. on a daily basis. It 
is possible for every person’s 
opinion and choice to make a 
larger impact than what they 
believe is possible.  
Voting in the twenty first 
c e n t u r y h a s b e c o m e 
increasingly easy. From 
absentee ballots to online 
registration through a simple 
scanning of a barcode, the 
excuses for not voting are 
diminishing quickly. It is the 
prerogative of every citizen to 
choose whether or not they 

would like to cast a vote, 
however after the elections 
have all passed and people 
finally become aware and 
angry of the unfortunate 
decisions of elected officials 
they are not entitled to the 
negative opinions, as they 
participated in the election of 
u n w a n t e d g o v e r n m e n t 
officials.  
If everyone held the opinion 
that no change can come from 
one singular person and their 
decisions then nothing would 
e v e r h a p p e n . T h i s i s 
essentially the world in which 
we are currently living in. In 
the election of 2016, only 
about 55 percent of eligible 
citizens voted. This means 
that slightly less than half of 
the U.S. population decided 
that they either disliked both 
candidates so much that they 
did not care what ultimately 
happened, or reassured 
themselves with the notion 
that their vote would not 
have made any difference. 
The hard truth of the matter is 
that if those 45 percent of 
eligible voters had turned out, 
the results of the election may 
have looked vastly different. 
There is a growing trend in 
the lessening of voter turnout 
each year. In an article 
p u b l i s h e d b y t h e P e w 
Research Center stated that 
“the 55.7% VAP turnout in 
2016 puts the U.S. behind 
most of its peers in the 
Organization for Economic 

C o o p e r a t i o n a n d 
Development (OECD), most 
of whose members are highly 
developed, democratic states. 
Looking at the most recent 
nationwide election in each 
OECD nation, the U.S. placed 
26th out of 32 (current VAP 
estimates weren’t available 
for three countries).” This is a 
curious statistic, as the United 
States prides itself on being 
number one. The truth is, the 
United States cannot truly 
become number one until the 
people of the country begin to 
contribute to the way that 
their government is being 
run. 
If a voter holds genuinely no 
concern about the state of the 
country under any candidate 
as well as little to no worry 
surrounding the actions both 
proposed and executed then 
voting becomes meaningless. 
The experience for most 
Americans, however, is that 
there is one if not more issues 
that are held dear to them. 
These issues will most likely 
be influenced by whoever is 
voted in to decide how they 
play out. By voting, you are 
taking back your rights and 
registering your opinion as an 
opportunity to voice how you 
bel ieve the government 
should operate. There is no 
real reason for a lack of 
“interest in politics” as many 
people also use to justify their 
lack of voting. These are the 
problems that will
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undoubtedly affect them, 
creating reason, even slight, 
to care enough to vote.  
In the twenty-first century, it 
has become absolutely crucial 
to vote. The amount of time 
left to mull over ideas and 
solutions to global problems 
has officially run out. There is 
no space left to watch things 
play out, as if we are to 
c o n t i n u e w a t c h i n g t h e 
world’s problems only get 
bigger, we will dig ourselves 
deeper into the hole until we 
reach the point of no return. 
Voting has a huge impact on 

the way that these problems 
and their proposed solutions 
play out, with there being 
large discontinuities in the 
thoughts and opinions of the 
officials running for any 
government position. Their 
thoughts and solutions to 
problems that affect the day-
to-day lives of almost every 
citizen in America play a 
s u b s t a n t i a l r o l e i n 
determining whether or not 
humans choose to roll over 
and allow the current state of 
the world to worsen or stand 
up and fight for the country 

that we deserve. These 
national problems range from 
such things as abortion rights 
to global warming. With such 
a wide range of issues and 
candidates to voice your 
input on, why would you 
choose to simply stay silent? 
There is more work to be 
done in this country before 
we can simply say “to hell 
with it” and let whatever 
happens happen. So get out 
there, and let your voice be 
heard. Get out there and vote. 

http://cleveland.com
http://cleveland.com
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CHG MEMBERS WORK ON LAYOUT
Dear Camden Hills Community, 

We started CHG last year with 
the intention of bolstering 
student voice. But I feel, and 
perhaps you do, too, that we 
represent a far more liberal side 
of Camden Hills. That doesn’t sit 
right with me.  
We live in a devisive time. And, 
quite honestly, the press is at the 
forefront. Journalism is, and has 
always been, a conduit for 
change. I believe journalists and 
the news to be a mechanism for 
r e v o l u t i o n . A s d o m o s t 
politicians. And while this belief 
inspires me, and I imagine the 

Communicate! Email us at 
camdenhillsgazette@gmail.com 
or follow us on instagram 
@camdenhillsgazette. We are 
always open to constructive 
feedback.  
On a totally different note- 
Welcome to the first issue of the 
2018-19 Gazette! We are now in 
print as well as online (and we 
will soon be riding the radio 
waves). The next issue will 
include columns and articles by 
our new recruits, so stay tuned! 
Sincerly, 

Phoebe Walsh 
President and Editor of Camden Hills Gazette

CHG staff as well, it scares the 
hell out of those politicians. So 
their solution tends towards  
d i s c r e d i t i n g t h e n e w s , 
subsequently preventing change.  
The idea of “fake news” bothers 
me immensely.  
CHG does it’s very best to 
remain unbiased and to report 
the bare truth. But truth is 
subjective and we cannot speak 
for everyone at the school. So I 
offer you this: 
Join us! We want to represent all 
views, all students. That has 
been our goal since day one. 
Or don’t, you can still send us an 
article and we will publish it!
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Phoebe Walsh

THE 2018-19 

Photo by: Robbie Feinberg

CAMDEN HILLS GAZETTE!
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Greta Bishop

OPEN LETTER TO
SUSAN COLLINS

In light of the recent events, it seems 
necessary to discuss Susan Collins 
a n d J u d g e K a v a n a u g h . To 
summarize, Judge Kavanaugh was 
nominated for a lifetime position on 
the Supreme Court by President 
Donald Trump. Many Americans 
immediately become concerned 
about what the nomination looked 
like for women’s rights in this 
country, among other issues. Many 
feared that Roe V. Wade, the court 
case that made abortions legal, 
would eventually be overturned. 
Susan Collins, a senator for the state 
of Maine, began to receive phone 
calls from Mainers that told her to 
vote no on Kavanaugh. Americans 
thought that this situation was 
pretty crazy already. There was a 
good chance that Kavanaugh would 
be appointed to the Supreme Court. 
However, when Christine Blasey 
Ford came out of the woodwork to 
accuse Kavanaugh of sexual 
assaulting her during high school, 
we were dumbfounded that this 
situation had become even crazier. 
Then came the hearings. Dr. Ford 
and Judge Kavanaugh along with 
numerous other witnesses gave their 
stories of what happened the night 
of the assault. I, as well as many of 
the people that I surround myself 
with, always believe women. 
However, even if this was not my 
i m m e d i a t e r e a c t i o n t o t h e 
accusation, the hearings would have 
convinced me. It has been said many 
times, and I will say it again: Dr. 
Ford was credible, and honest. 
When listening to the hearing, there 
was no doubt that she was telling 
the truth. She answered every 
question and welcomed an FBI 
Investigation. This could not have 
been farther from what we heard 
during Kavanaugh’s hearing. Not 
o n l y w a s h e e v a s i v e a n d 
uncooperative. Kavanaugh refused 
to directly say that he wanted an FBI 
I n v e s t i g a t i o n . H e a v o i d e d 

answering multiple questions. After 
the hearings, I couldn’t imagine how 
anyone could vote in favor of 
appointing Judge Kavanaugh. 
However, it happened. The Senate 
voted 50-48 in favor of Kavanaugh 
and he was sworn in on October 6th.  
Susan Collins, Senator of Maine, was 
one of the deciding votes. She has 
previously c laimed to be an 
advocate for women’s rights and has 
even been supported by Planned 
Parenthood. However, this decision 
has made it clear that she is not truly 
a supporter of women’s rights. After 
Dr. Ford had so obviously told the 
truth, Collins refused to validate her 
accusation and undermined her 
entire experience by voting for 
Judge Kavanaugh. There was no 
rush on this appointment. There are 
plenty of other qualified judges who 
have not been accused of sexual 
assault. If Judge Kavanaugh had not 
been appointed, President Trump 
would have nominated the next 
pick. The process would have gone 
on. There was no rush, and 
Kavanaugh wasn’t very different 
from all of Trump’s other picks. This 
appointment once again proved that 
w h i t e m e n w i l l n o t f a c e 
consequences for their actions. 
Kavanaugh was accused, in court, of 
sexual assault, and he ended up on 
the Supreme Court. He will be in 
charge of making ethical decisions 
that will affect the entire country. 
The fact that Susan Collins felt as 
though it was the right decision to 
vote for Kavanaugh proves that she 
has no business being a Senator. 
Nobody who has been accused of 
this crime should be a Supreme 
Court Judge. During this process, 
Kavanaugh has been defended with 
the fact that one should be innocent 
until proven guilty. I am not trying 
to undermine that. I’m only saying 
that being on the Supreme Court is 
arguably one of the most important 
positions in the country. The people 

who are on the Supreme Court need 
to be ethically responsible, as well as 
unbiased. Just think about it for a 
second. A Supreme Court nominee 
was accused of sexual assault and 
within days he ended up on the 
Supreme Court... I could talk about 
the reasons that this appointment is 
deplorable for endless amounts of 
time. However, at this point, it’s 
useless. It’s time to talk about what 
happens next.  
First, we show Susan Collins that 
this will not be forgotten. In 2020, 
when her position in the Senate goes 
up for reelection, lots of high 
schoolers will be voting. We’ll be 
ready to vote her out of office. Not 
only will this show Susan Collins 
that she can’t get away with this. It 
will also show the other future 
Senators that they also can’t get 
away with something like this. In 
the time between now and 2020, we 
all need to keep believing women. 
We need to teach others and 
ourselves how to believe survivors. 
No matter how much we try, there is 
still a part of us that was taught by 
society not to believe women. 
Instinctively, we have a hard time 
fully believing them. We are all still 
learning about what is okay and 
what isn’t; what is harassment, and 
what is assault. If we can keep 
educating, this world can only 
become brighter for strong women 
such as Dr. Ford, as well as strong 
men who are fighting the same 
battles. It is extremely important to 
keep this goal in mind. All that we 
are trying to do is create a better 
world for ourselves as well as those 
who come after us. In 2020, we will 
vote Collins out and this will give us 
the revenge that we need. However, 
the real solution to this is to keep 
believing survivors and teaching 
young men and women to believe 
survivors. We can’t complain if we 
aren’t trying to make change.  
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u p w i t h t h e i n f a m o u s 
gangster Moonface Martin 
(Matt Nickerson) and his 
f l i r t y y e t i n d e p e n d e n t 
s i d e k i c k E r m a ( E l a i n e 
Landry). As they navigate 
love and hatred, confusion 
and clarity, seasickness and 
timeless tap dances, the S.S. 
American continues to cruise 
right on into the Camden 
Hills theater for performances 
on November 2-3 and11-12, 
with a matinee on November 
4th.

features CHRHS musical 
veterans such as Isabelle 
Olson, portraying Hope 
H a rcou r t , a y ou n g g i r l 
brought on board of the S.S. 
American at the hand of her 
mother, Mrs.Harcourt (Cora 
Maple-Lindell), to marry the 
wealthy and eccentric Lord 
Evelyn Oakleigh (Isaiah 
Doble).  Meanwhile, her one-
night-stand turned lover, Billy 
Crocker (Caleb Edwards) has 
snuck onto the boat to try and 
win her affection by teaming 

This year ’s production of 
Anything Goes is in full swing 
at Camden Hills and the 
actors and actresses are 
c r u i s i n g t h r o u g h f i n a l 
rehearsals as opening night 
grows nearer. Since the cast 
list was first released in late 
August, everyone has been 
working endlessly to live up 
to the name of Reno Sweney 
(Galadria Scattoloni) and the 
amazing crew of the S.S. 
American in this classic 1930’s 
broadway musical. The show
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ACTORS REHEARSE ON STAGE
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STUDENTS PRACTICE THEIR LINES
photos by: Melissa Torres

The production is not only 
inviting and jaunty, but 
emotional and invigorating. 
Everyone participating has a 
communal understanding of 
the importance of making this 
show the best it can be that 
has created a loving and 
supportive air backstage 
every single day. No one has 
to be worried about being 
w h o t h e y a r e w h i l e 
portraying these wacky and 
intricate characters because, 
l ike every person alive, 
they’re forever revealing more 
about who they are to the 
audience as the show goes on. 
Everyone has layers, and no 
one understands this better

than the theater kids. While 
attending you might laugh or 
cry or scream with delight, 
but most importantly you’ll 
be left with a sense of pride 
for the amazing community 
we live in and all the talent it 
has to offer. And just as you’ll 
be excited to stop in again 
next year to see what comes 
next, the theater kids will 
already have their books 
open, standing tall and ready 
to give their life and vision to 
whatever show is thrown 
their way next. 

To the right: Cast members 
bonding backstage
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Robyn Walker-Spencer

KAVANAUGH
The past three months since 
Brett Kavanaugh's nomination 
in July have been filled with 
protests, political battles, and 
the strengthening of party 
d i v i d e s . T h e t u r m o i l a l l 
culminated in Kavanaugh’s 
confirmation to the Supreme 
Court on October 6, with a final 
Senate vote of 50-48. 
Justice Kavanaugh, age 53, is 
President Trump’s second 
confirmed nominee to the 
S u p r e m e C o u r t . Tr u m p 
announced his nomination 
shortly after the retirement of 
former justice Kennedy in July. 
The Senate confirmed Trump’s 
first nominee, Neil Gorsch, 
following the death of Antonin 
Scalia in 2016. 
Kavanaugh has held a long 
career in law. He played a major 
role in assisting Kenneth Starr in 
his impeachment of Bill Clinton, 
and was an aide to George W. 
Bush during his presidency. 
Prior to his confirmation to the 
Supreme Court, Kavanaugh 
served as a judge on the US 
Court of Appeals for the DC 
Circuit beginning in 2006. He 
was initially nominated in 2003, 
but democrats considered his 
policies to be “too partisan” and 
postponed his confirmation for 
three years. 
During his time as a judge on 
the US Court of Appeals(often 
considered the second most-
powerful position to hold as a 
justice), Kavanaugh wrote over 
300 opinions in twelve years, 
earning him his reputation as a 
conservative. In a decision made 
by Obama concerning the 
Envi ronmenta l Pro tec t ion 
Agency, Kavanaugh opposed 

the decision, claiming that the 
EPA should have considered the 
cost to power plants . He 
considers himself to be a strong 
textual is t and or iginal is t , 
admiring the decisions of late 
Justice Antonin Scalia, feeling 
that it is necessary to interpret 
law based on pre-established 
law in statutes. He claimed that 
h e w o u l d “ t e l l e a c h 
Senator[during confirmation 
hearings] that I revere the 
Constitution.” Kavanaugh also 
voiced his dissent to a recent 
case allowing an unlawful 
immigrant teenager to get an 
abortion, writing that “the 
government has permissible 
interests in favoring fetal life, 
protecting the best interests of a 
minor, and refraining from 
facilitating abortion." This 
solidified his anti-abortion 
stance to the public. 
When nominating a future 
justice, Trump announced that 
he would find a judge who was 
a n t i - a b o r t i o n , s h o w i n g a 
partisan influence from the start. 
Kavanaugh also believes that 
presidents should be protected 
from criminal investigations, 
writing in the Minnesota Law 
Review in 2009 that “like civil 
suits, criminal investigations 
take the President's focus away 
from his or her responsibilities 
to the people.” Many have been 
critical of this stance and 
Trump’s nomination, as the 
Robert Mueller investigation of 
Trump is currently underway. 
These opinions have caused 
many critics to call in question 
t h e p a r t i s a n n a t u r e o f 
Kavanaugh’s stances. As he is 
only 53, he is able to serve on 

the Supreme Court for decades 
more. 
As the confirmation hearings 
began, Dr. Christine Blasey 
Ford, a former classmate of 
Justice Kavanaugh, approached 
the Senate with allegations of 
sexual assault. In her letter sent 
to Senator Feinstein, Dr. Ford 
w ro t e , “ B re t t K a v a n a u g h 
p h y s i c a l l y a n d s e x u a l l y 
assaulted me during high school 
i n t h e e a r l y 1 9 8 0 ' s . H e 
conducted these acts with the 
assistance of his close friend, 
Mark G. Judge... It is upsetting 
to discuss sexual assault and its 
repercussions, yet I felt guilty 
and compelled as a citizen about 
the idea of not saying anything.” 
Dr. Ford’s accusations caused 
both a public outcry to stop 
Kavanuagh’s confirmation(with 
protestors from across the 
country traveling to Washington 
DC to picket, interrupt hearings, 
a n d s p e a k o u t a g a i n s t 
Kavanaugh, and the postponing 
of the senate hearings to allow 
D r. F o rd t i m e t o t e s t i f y. 
Democrats on the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, knowing 
that this was possible criminal 
activity, wanted to allow enough 
time for all claims to be made 
and voices to be heard. Two 
more women later accused 
Kavanaugh of sexual assault as 
well. 
The trials began, with Dr. 
F o r d ( a f t e r m u c h d e b a t e ) 
deciding to testify in front of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. Her 
testimony to the Committee was 
emotional and personal, even 
explaining neuroscience(as she 
is a professor in this field) when 
the persecutor questioned her
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inability to remember some 
specific details. In her opening 
statement, Dr. Ford said “I am 
here today not because I want to 
be. I am terrified. I am here 
because I believe it is my civic 
duty to tell you what happened 
to me while Brett Kavanaugh 
and I were in high school.” In 
his response to Dr. Ford, 
K a v a n a u g h v e h e m e n t l y 
o p p o s e d a l l a c c u s a t i o n s . 
Republicans on the senate 
judiciary committee hired a sex 
crimes prosecutor to question 
Dr. Ford, but chose to use each 
of their five minutes to defend 
Kavanaugh but did not have the 
prosecutor ask him questions. In 
a sharp contrast to Dr. Ford, 

K a v a n a u g h w a s a n g r y 
t h r o u g h o u t h i s d e f e n s e , 
accusing the democrats of 
dragging his name through the 
mud.  
On September 28, after hearing 
t h e t e s t i m o n i e s o f b o t h 
Kavanaugh and Dr. Ford, the 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
voted to send the confirmation 
to the Senate floor, with Jeff 
Flake calling first for an FBI 
investigation. The investigation 
did not last long, with the FBI 
interviewing a limited number 
of people. Ultimately, the Senate 
voted to confirm Kavanaugh 
51-49 one week later, with 
Senator Susan Col l ins o f 
M a i n e ( w h o h a d b e e n 

considered the vote needed to 
stop Kavanaugh) voting yes to 
his confirmation.  
The confirmation of Kavanaugh 
speaks volumes about the 
current state of the nation. We 
are heavily divided, but are also 
reaching a turning point in the 
government. With the left-
leaning Justice Kennedy being 
replaced by Kavanaugh, the 
Supreme Court now holds a 
majority of anti-abortion judges, 
m e a n i n g a p o t e n t i a l 
compromise of the rights given 
in the Roe v. Wade decision. The 
Republicans are reversing the 
progress made by Obama. This 
is Trump’s America.
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Tutors in training from the Camden Hills Writing Center work with writing coaches from UMaine Orono

Photographed by Renee Maley

On Thursday, October 11th, the 
Honors Becoming A Writing 
Coach class attended an all-day 
trip to the University of Maine 
in Orono. “Led by their fearless 
leader Ms. Renee Maley,” they 
experienced the happenings of 
t h e U M O w r i t i n g c e n t e r, 
including observing a writing 
workshop, and tutoring/getting 
tutored by college students.  
During the beginning of their 
trip, the students filed into the 
r o o m a n d s a t a b o u t t h e 
outskirts, permitting space 
a ro u n d t h e t a b l e f o r t h e 
incoming English class. The 
Wri t ing Center conta ined 
various elements which invoked 
a feeling of welcome and 
p r o d u c t i v i t y : p e a c e f u l 
background music, dividers to 

create small alcoves for tutoring 
in, as well as couches and chairs 
for comfortable and quiet 
reading or for writing papers. 
Following the workshop, the 
coaching class met a college 
level tutoring class, at a similar 
point as our own students in 
their studying of becoming 
writing tutors. Pairs of our 
writers broke off with pairs of 
university students. First they 
spent a few moments getting 
familiar with one another, and 
then they began reviewing and 
working on the papers that they 
chose to receive feedback on. 
Everyone brought a paper to 
work on and took turns reading, 
encouraging, asking questions, 
a n d g i v i n g c o n s t r u c t i v e 
feedback about them. 

To conclude the tutoring session, 
the classes participated in a 
group discussion about the 
successes of the session, as well 
as what they enjoyed about the 
Writing Center at the university. 
Multiple students from the 
Honors class admitted to feeling 
that their feedback as a tutor, 
from a high school perspective 
to a college perspective, would 
not hold significant value. 
However, this reflection period 
allowed university students to 
share how much insight they 
got, reversing the doubt residing 
within our tutors. This trip is 
held in their hearts as a true 
success, and sparked inspiration 
in the minds of the students. 
Plus, there was lunch provided! 

By Nick Bajor, Max Dingle,  and Claudia Pendleton
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THE ARTS
FRENCH EXCHANGE STUDENTS VISIT MR. KAHN’S 

CLAY CLASS

PHOTOS BY MR. KAHN
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THE ARTS
ARTIST MERYL RUTH TALKS TO MR. KAHN’S CLAY 

CLASS
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THE ARTS
ILLUSTRATORS STEVEN COSTANZA VISITS MR. 

KAHN’S PAINTING CLASS
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Since the Nobel Prize in 
Physics was first introduced 
in 1901, the prize has almost 
exclusively gone to men. 
Previously there had only 
ever been two awarded to 
women. This changed the 
second of October, when 
Canadian associate professor 
of physics at the University of 
Waterloo, Donna Strickland, 
became the third recipient of 
the prize. Over thirty years 
ago, Strickland worked in 
conjunction with French 
physicist Gérard Mourou, 
under Arthur Ashkin, an 
American sc ient is t who 
studied the use of light to 
manipulate physical objects. 
This research led to the 
publishing of a

groundbreaking scientific 
paper on their work with 
high-intensity laser pulses, in 
1985. According to the award 
s h o w ’ s p r e s s r e l e a s e , 
S t r i c k l a n d ’ s w o r k w i t h 
Mourou “paved the way 
towards the shortest and most 
intense laser pulses ever 
created by mankind.” They 
used a method known as 
chirped pulse amplification, 
which allowed for precision 
when working in real- world 
applications.  
For example, Strickland’s 
work has made it possible to 
perform more predictable 
Lasik eye surgeries. Some 
physicists think that these 
lasers can one day be used to 
accelerate subatomic particles, 
which would be a tremendous 
scientific feat. 
Donna Strickland wasn’t the 
only woman in science to 
have taken a leap into the 
Nobel Prize awards, this year. 
Frances Arnold, a chemical 
engineer, won the Nobel Prize 
in Chemistry, only the fifth 
women in history to do so. 
Arnold focused her work on 
d i r e c t e d e v o l u t i o n o f 
enzymes, pioneering the 
bioengineering method in the 
early 1990s. 
For over one hundred years 
men have taken the science 
prizes again and again, but 
not this year. Two women in 
the STEM fields have taken 
two of the three Scientific 
Nobel Prize spots. Now 
c’mon girls, let’s make it 
three.

Sophomore: 
President:  

Ruben Feldman 
Vice President:  
Julian Blohm 

Secretary: 
Anya Babb-Brott 

Treasurer: 
Caroline Contento 

Junior:  
President:  
Iris Luce 

Vice President:  
Sam Maltese 

Secretary:  
Lillian Dailey 

Treasurer:  
Annika Charland 

Senior: 
President:  

Simon O’Shea 
Vice President:  

Matt Nickerson 
Secretary:  

Lauren Rothwell 
Treasurer:  

Elle Lincoln 
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Annika Charland
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Lillian Dailey

Niklas Elmehed. © Nobel Media
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WHY WE COMPOST

Composting is easy! Here are some step by step 
instructions on how to make your home more eco friendly!
This year I joined the compost 
management team here at 
CHRHS. We meet twice a week 
to sort and shred the compost 
from the cafeteria. Being apart of 
this activity has opened my eyes 
to the numerous benefits of 
c o m p o s t i n g a s w e l l a s 
highlighted the mistakes made 
at school. 
Composting is just one of the 
example in which our school has 
made efforts to become more 
environmentally friendly. The 

Iris Luce

alternative to composting, is 
throwing all biodegradable 
waste into the plastic waste bin. 
The plastic waste then gets 
driven to a plant in southern 
Maine, where it is burned, and it 
released as carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere. When compostable 
food waste is thrown away, it 
decomposes in a landfill and 
releases methane gas. Most 
landfills have the technology to 
capture a lot of this methane,

but eliminating the gas at its 
source through composting is 
more beneficial. By composting, 
we are reducing emissions from 
landfills and lowering our 
carbon footprint. We are also 
r e d u c i n g f o o d w a s t e . 
Composting is also beneficial 
from an economic standpoint 
because it helps our school save 
m o n e y o n e x p e n s e s , l i k e 
chemical fertilizers. 
Sorting through the compost 
twice a week has shed light on 
the most common mistakes 
m a d e b y s t u d e n t s w h e n 
throwing away their trash. In the 
cafeteria, there are multiple bins 
with very clear labels as to 
where different things go, yet it 
is never sorted correctly. Some 
days we can’t even discern what 
bags are compost and what bags 
are trash. For example, all of the 
plastic and foil materials must be 
sorted out of the compost 
b e c a u s e t h e y a r e n o t 
b i o d e g r a d a b l e . A n o t h e r 
surprising realization is the 
amount of silverware that gets 
thrown away with food waste. 
Just over the course of one week, 
we found about ten forks that 
had been thrown away! Sorting 
silverware correctly also helps 
our compost team and reduces 
the amount of plastic utensils 
that are used. These small 
changes have the potential to go 
a long way. 
So students, please put some 
thought into where your trash 
goes at the end of the day. These 
small efforts help our compost 
team do our job efficiently and 
h e l p o u r s c h o o l b e c o m e 
environmentally friendly!
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VASYA, THE CAT CULRIT IN QUESTION
Vladislav Shatilo / TASS
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Jesse Bifulco

CAT GOES TO COURT

T h i s m o n t h a n 
unbelievable court case in 
Russia sparked controversy 
and discussions worldwide. 
In a complete roller coaster of 
events, a local cat named 
Vasya was accused as the 
culprit of a family’s recent 
electric bill. This fabricated 
story may have been inspired 
by a recent turn of events in 
which a beavers trail of 
destruction left hundreds of 
Siberians without power. 
(Moscow Times) The electric 
company was quick to come 
into the defense of the feline, 
however, stating that there 
could not be interference and 
that the fines still stand. 

After running up a 
debt of over $1,000, the 
homeowners argued that it 
was Vasya to blame for 
ripping the seal off the 
electric meters in one of her 

leisurely strolls through the 
house’s attic. This defense 
would have likely settled the 
case in favor of the family, 
but using their Vasya as a 
scapegoat was a low blow. 

Thankfully, BGES 
utility company had some 
evidence of their own to 
submit. Sergei Platonyuk, a 
Russian electrician, firmly 
stated that it is impossible to 
accidentally rip a seal off the 
meters, citing that anyone in 
his trade would know special 
instruments are required to 
remove the meters seal; the 
cats weight alone would not 
have been nearly enough to 
break the seal. 

The judge , hard 
pressed to provide a solution, 
e x p r e s s e d t h a t t h e 
h o m e o w n e r s w e r e 
responsible for the safety of 
the seal by law either way. 

With the odds stacked against 
the family, the case was 
closed with Vasya declared 
i n n o c e n t a n d t h e b i l l s 
required to be paid. Such a 
tale of true justice is hardly 
believable, but thanks to one 
electricians expert testimony, 
one thing can be sure: the cat 
was innocent.  

Whether Vasya is 
still living with the family in 
question is still unknown, but 
we all know she ought to 
move on and find someone 
who would not blame her for 
a fine. The whole affair now 
l e a v e s o n e c o n c e r n i n g 
question to be determined- 
just what was this family up 
to with an electric bill so 
high? We may never know, 
but since justice has been 
served we hopefully will 
never need to. 



Recently many changes have been 
implemented in Camden Hills that will 
prove to be very influential to all 
CHRHS students. These changes have 
gone through the school board in the 
October and September meetings. The 
following approved changes will take 
effect within the next few months to 
years.  

Schedule: “Snow School Days” were 
approved by the school board for a trial 
period. Maria Libby, superintendent 
outlined the plan, which allows students 
to complete school work during snow 
days. Students will be required to 
complete work assigned by teachers via 
schoology on the missed day. If students 
don’t complete work they will be 
counted as absent. This would count as 
a day of school and therefore would not 
have to be made up at the end of the 
year.  

Travel: The Morocco trip was approved 
by the board in a unanimous vote. The 
trip, coordinated by Tom Grey will take 
place from Fall 2019 when Morrocan 
students come the United States, to 
Spring 2020 when CHRHS students will 
travel to Morocco. Up to 20 students on 
the trip will spend over a week in Lyée 
Sidi Ou Sidi in Taroudant, Morocco and 
they will experience “North African 
culture” in a school setting. The 
projected cost per student is $2,500. 

Security: Maria Libby told the school 
board that new security measures that 
will be implemented within the next 
month. Students will be receiving ID 
proximity cards used to enter the school. 
All entrances to Camden Hills will 
remain locked during the school day. In 
which time ID cards will be swiped to 
gain entrance to the school and will be 
recorded for official use. Libby also 
reported that 3m film will be placed on 
school windows to temporarily block 
armed intruders from entering the 
school.  

Student Life: Jeremy Marks, head of the 
counseling department and Maria Libby 
have found and are searching for 
various new businesses that Camden 
Hills will send students to as a part of 

the Camden Hills Internship Program. 
Twenty to thirty businesses have been 
reached out to in an effort to increase the 
variety of internships and allow more 
students to apply. Due to increased 
capacity, there is a significant effort to 
improve communication between the 
internships and Camden Hills. This 
includes administrative check- ins at 
internship sites.  

Policy, tobacco use: The Tobacco Use 
and Possession policy has been 
amended. The major change is the 
addition of vaping products to the 
policy. Though the policy also includes 
that Camden Hills Regional High 
School, its property, and school 
sanctioned events will remain tobacco 
and smoking device free at all times. 
This includes the use of “cigarettes, 
cigars, spit and smokeless tobacco, chew, 
snuff, snus, electronic cigarettes, vape 
products and other electronic nicotine 
delivery systems”. Communication with 
the community is stressed in the policy. 
“Tobacco use prohibited” signs will be 
m o re v i s i b l e a n d a p p e a r m o re 
frequently on school property; in 
addition, administration is focusing on 
talking with students, parents, and staff 
about the policy including the negative 
effects of tobacco use. 

Policy, absence: To comply with state 
regulation, the school has an attendance 
coordinator. This coordinator finds 
students who are thought to have 
missed school constantly and are 
shirking responsibility. It is now policy 
that the first steps taken will be 
informal. This can be a notice or 
conference with students and parents in 
which a plan is made to solve the 
problem. If the plan isn’t met, there will 
be various formal meetings with 
students, parents, and administration to 
enforce it.  

Curriculum: The health class curriculum 
will be changed by administration, at 
the advisement of parents. There will be 
an added focus on different ways of 
dealing with substance abuse and the 
effects of substance abuse on teenagers. 
The next school board meeting will be 
held on November 7 in the chorus room 
at Camden Hills. For more information 
on the school board including agendas, 
minutes, meeting times, and contact 
visit the Fivetowns CSD website. 

Camden Hills Gazette School Board Updates

In this transitional time from 
fall to winter sports there are 
no scheduled home games. 
That being said some of our 
f a l l t e a m s a c h i e v e d 
outstanding recognitions. 
Girls cross country won the 
regional meet. Girls soccer 
won the KVAC title over 
Bangor. Football gave back to 
t h e c o m m u n i t y b y 
volunteering with cash for 
clothes, as did mountain 
biking by working on trails at 
the Camden snow bowl. Well 
done and thank you for your 
service! In other news, it is 
now that time to register for 
winter sports, which will be 
starting practices Monday 
November 19th! (Nordic and 
A l p i n e t o b e M o n d a y 
November 26th) If you are 
interested in boys or girls 
basketball, alpine skiing, 
Nordic skiing, swimming, 
wrestling, or ice hockey the 
link to sign up can be found 
on our schools website under 
the athletics information tab 
or in the main office. For any 
questions feel free to contact 
the athletic director Steve 
Alex. (207)236-7800 extension 
414. If you’re less of an 
athlete, but still want to show 
some school spirit make sure 
to come out for CHILLS first 
h o c k e y h o m e g a m e , 
November 30th, 2018. 3:00pm 
at the MRC. Show come chills 
pride, come out, have fun, 
drink cocoa, go team!
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Sports

SCHOOL BOARD 
UPDATES
Sam Maltese

SPORTS 
UPDATE

Sophie Ernst

although the author is a member of the CSD School Board, 
he is writing as a private individual.
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Dear Sage, 

I’m a Senior and am going off to 
college next year. And while I 
believe that I’ll be able to keep 
up with the school work, I’m 
probably go ing to d ie o f 
starvation because I can not cook 
f o r t h e l i f e o f m e . A n y 
suggestions on how I learn 
without burning the house 
down? 
Yours Truly, 
Crummy Cook Catty 
Dear Crummy Cook Catty, 

I myself consider my skills to be 
right up there with Mary Berry's, 
so do not fear because sizzling, 
sensei Sage is here. First look up 
a recipe, something that fancies 
your interest. Next, make it. 

You are an idiot sandwich no 
more, 
Sage

Dear Sage, 

I’m freaking out. My grades are 
plummeting, and my will to 
survive just jumped off a cliff. I 
look like a walking potato every 
day at school, and the only 
attention I get from guys, are my 
male teachers saying how I need 
to get my act together. What do I 
do? 

I need resuscitating, 
No Chance at Survival Charlie 

Dear No Chance at Survival 
Charlie, 

What you think your special? 
None of have the will to live. 

Pull it together, 
Sage 

Dear Sage, 
I just took my driving test and 
failed. I truly do not understand 
why I failed. All I did was not 
look over my shoulder, miss a 
stop light or two, and pull out 
into oncoming traffic, almost 
killing the driving instructor and 
myself. But come’on, it was all 
the nerves talking I’m really a 
good driver in real life. My 
question is what do I have to do 
to pass next time? 
Sincerely, 
Divine Driver Dave 

Dear Divine Driver Dave, 
Here’s an idea. Don’t suck balls 
and almost kill a man. If you do 
p a s s n e x t t i m e , I w o u l d 
recommend warning everyone 
to stay off the roads. 

We got a killing machine here 
folks, 
Sage
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Sage Curtis

HOROSCOPES
Bella Christie and Bailey Young

  If you are an Aries you often find yourself   
 in management positions as you are least likely to 
care what others think. Sorry!

 Congrats! Nothing special will happen this month. 
Enjoy:) 

School will create ill feelings this month, but doesn’t 
it always.

 Someone you trust will betray you. *I know 
extremely vague*

Predictions of a great pizza is in your future.

Some good grades will be in your future. maybe. hopefully. 

Wednesday you will experience a surge of friendships, there 
is no reason to why, but congrats.

You will have ill feelings of your birthday being on a school 
day, but don’t let that stop the partyin’

Congrats! It’s your birthday, but I predict sadness from 
going to school on your birthday. Stick in there and be jolly. 

This month you will see someone who you have been 
avoiding. I wish you the best of luck!

This month will seem to drag on FORRREVVER but don’t 
worry, thanksgiving break is coming.

Life will give you many lemons, but sometimes it’s better to 
keep them as lemons and not turn them into lemonade.

Congrats we made it through the first quarter!
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