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A LETTER FROM THE 
EDITOR

“Camden Hills Gazette is made up of activists and 
speakers, artists and entrepreneurs, and, of course, 

talented writers.”
By Phoebe Walsh

CLIMATE CHANGE IN ASIA
Muadz Khan is a climate activist from Malaysia who wrote to 
Camden Hills Gazette to express his concern surrounding 

climate change’s effect on Asian communities. 

By Muadz Khan

MAKERSPACE
“The Makerspace will not just be a hub for innovation for 
students at Camden Hills, but for the greater Fivetowns 

community as well.”

By Lillian Dailey

THE HIDDEN WORLD OF 
KASHMIR

For eighty-two days Indian controlled Kashmir has been under siege. Why 
haven’t you heard anything about it?

Eighty-two days. For eighty-
two days Kashmir was under 
siege. There was no internet, no 
way to contact friends or family 
outside the region, and no 
communication besides word 
of mouth. Kashmiris, already 
living in a war zone since 1947, 
were forced to endure almost 
three months of isolation with 
no interaction with anyone 
living outside the border.  

 For decades Kashmir, a 
valley region in the northwest 
corner of India, has been fought 
over by Pakistan and India. 
It is currently occupied by 
India who has over a million                           

soldiers stationed there.  
This current siege was in 

response to massive protests 
by the Kashmiris against 
the Indian occupation. 
Consequently, the Indian 
government violently silenced 
the 8 million people living in 
Kashmir. Indian  soldiers were 
placed at checkpoints around 
Kashmir, and in the city, razor 
and barbed wires blocked roads. 
Multiple protests broke out, 
leading to soldiers open firing on 
protesters with pellet guns. In 
addition, many protesters were 
arrested. There are continuous 
reports of deaths of those in 

custody. Because of the siege, 
Kashmiris were also unable to 
receive the proper medical care.

There is a long history 
of human rights abuses in 
Kashmir. Civilians have faced 
such horrors as mass killings, 
torture, and rape. This is not 
the first siege Kashmiris have 
endured- it is simply the latest 
atrocity in the trauma they have 
gone through. 

Suchitra Vijayan is a 
researcher, lawyer, writer for 
multiple news sites, and a human 
rights activist. She is also the 
founder and executive director 
of the Polis Project, Inc, which 

is a research and journalism 
organization dedicated to 
getting the voices of those living 
through conflict and crisis heard. 
She began her presentation 
at the PopTech conference in 
Lincolnville, Maine, by speaking 
about Kasmir’s eighty-two 
days without communication 
or connection. This is how I, 
and five of my classmates, first 
learned about the conflict in 
Kashmir. 

PopTech is an annual 
conference drawing influential 
people into Midcoast  Maine 
from all around the world. 

By Ilianna Kahn

continued on page 6
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NOVEMBER, A MONTH IN POLITICS
Presidential hopefuls, court cases, and aliens- November has been a 

whirlwind of national politics. In case you missed anything, here is an overview 
of the most notable moments.  

By Jesse Bifulco
As political tensions rise 

preceding the oncoming election 
year, November has proven to 
be an eventful month. 

As early as November first, 
Beto O’Rourke stepped down 
from his Democratic campaign 
for the 2020 presidency with an 
open statement that explained 
his gratitude for the support he 
had gained during his almost 
year-long operation. This is 
likely his last time running 
for office. Nearly two months 
before ending his campaign, 
he confided in an interview: “I 
cannot fathom a scenario where I 
would run for public office again 
if I’m not the nominee.” In the 
week following Beto O’Rourke’s 
decision Democratic front-
runner Joe Biden gained almost 
five points in polling, according 
to Real Clear Politics.

As one candidate left the 
running, another one joined— 
albeit unusually late. New York 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
filed paperwork that officially 
rendered him a Democratic 
contender for 2020’s Presidency. 
An op-ed written by the 
cndidate himself summarizes 
his distrust for his new political 
rivals: “...voters must demand 
[candidates] explain how they 
intend to move from proposing 
plans to actually implementing 
them, including passing them 
through Congress. Those who 
dodge the question by speaking 
of revolution and the bully pulpit 
aren’t up to the job.” Michael 
Bloomberg boasts his record as 
New York’s Mayor and position 
as the 14th richest person in 

the world as proof of his own 
competency. According to the 
Washington Post, Bloomberg 
intends to “work without a 
preset budget or any outside 
fundraising efforts,” meaning 
that he will be reliant on funding 
his campaign entirely out of his 
own pockets. 

The presidency will not be 
decided until next year, but 
soon after Beto’s departure was 
an off-season Election Day, 
where several positions were 
up for election. Most notably, 
Louisiana, Kentucky, and 
Mississippi voted to decide their 
respective governors. Kentucky 
shifted towards becoming a 
Blue State as the incumbent 
Republican governor, Matt 
Bevin, lost to Democrat Andy 
Beshear by an incredibly slim 
0.4% of the vote. Democrats 
also narrowly won in Louisiana, 
where one-term Democrat 
John Bel Edwards beat his 
Republican adversary, Eddie 
Rispone, by nearly 2.5% of the 
vote. Mississippi remained a Red 
State as Republican Tate Reeves 
beat Attorney General Jim Hood 
by more than 5% of the vote— the 
widest gap of the three elections. 
As the results of 2019’s Election 
Day begin to settle in, one fact 
can be determined: the nation 
is still closely divided between 
both political parties going into 
2020.

A federal appeals court 
ruled that Donald Trump’s 
presidential status did not make 
him immune to a subpoena to 
produce his tax records. This 
decision was the result of a longer 
ongoing process to shed public 
light on the President’s previous 
finances due to suspicion over 
his lack of transparency since 
gaining office. A week later, the 
Supreme Court put the subpoena 
on hold and cited no dates or 
timelines for when it would be 
released. 

Several months after the 
mysterious death of elite 
pedophile Jeffrey Epstein, the 
founder of the financial firm J. 
Epstein and Co., news is still 
breaking regarding an ongoing 
investigation into suspected foul 
play. Controversy was reignited 
after Dr. Michael Baden, a 

veteran New York medical 
examiner, confirmed suspicions 
that Epstein’s injuries were 
inconsistent with suicide. “I’ve 
not seen in 50 years where that 
[injury] occurred in a suicidal 
hanging case,” he told Fox 
News. Soon afterwards the story 
of one anonymous journalist 
at CBS became public; she was 
fired after reports that she may 
have been connected to the 
leaked video of anchor Amy 
Robach complaining about 
studio executives shutting 
down a story about an accuser 
of Jeffrey Epstein. Another 
anonymous employee told the 
Chicago Tribune that “ABC 
News informed CBS that the 
woman had access to the tape” 
shortly before she was fired. 
CBS declined to comment on the 
situation. 

The FBI’s investigation into 
Epstein’s assumed suicide 
has currently not lead to any 
suspects, but many are still 
unconvinced that Epstein killed 
himself. “Christmas ornaments, 
drywall and Jeffrey Epstein - 
name three things that don’t 
hang themselves,” Senator 
John Kennedy responded to 
the investigation. Two of the 
guards assigned to Epstein 
were arrested for their failure 
to routinely check in on him 
during the night of his death. 
According to CNBC, the two 
guards— Michael Thomas and 
Tova Noel— were either asleep 
or browsing the internet at the 
time. Both guards admitted to 
falsifying logs during a court 
hearing in Manhattan. Tova Noel 
volunteered to cooperate with 
the government’s investigation 
to any extent possible, though 
both guards were charged with 
one count of conspiracy and 
several counts of falsifying 
records. 

A second 
c o n s e q u e n t i a l 
court case this 
month occurred 
regarding Roger 
Stone, a well-
known political 
consultant and 
lobbyist. He was 
convicted mid-way 
through the month 

on seven felonies including 
obstructing a congressional 
inquiry, lying whilst under oath, 
and impeding the testimony of a 
witness who would have ousted 
him. The evidence showed that 
he solicited Wikileaks for the 
emails stolen from Democratic 
servers in 2016 in a bid to help 
then-candidate Donald Trump. 
Roger Stone appealed to Donald 
Trump for a pardon, who ranted 
about Stone’s conviction but 
made no mention of a pardon.

 
“the To the Stars 

Academy of Arts & 
Science leaked three 

2004 videos of strange 
UFOs”

In other news, a story from 
a couple of months ago has 
had a surprising addition. On 
November 20th— just one day 
before the infamous “raid on Area 
51”— the To the Stars Academy 
of Arts & Science leaked three 
2004 videos of strange UFOs 
filmed by the US Navy, who later 
confirmed that the videos were 
real and should not have been 
released. Just recently, Popular 
Mechanics hosted an interview 
with several individuals related 
to the incident: including pilot 
Gary Voorhis, and operations 
specialist Kevin Day. The 
revelation comes in the aftermath 
of the event, when Voorhis told 
reporters, “These two guys show 
up on a helicopter, which wasn’t 
uncommon, but shortly after 
they arrived… I was told by my 
chain of command to turn over 
all the data recordings for the 
AEGIS system.” Whether or not 
this was a misunderstanding or 
prank still cannot be discerned, 
but the truth is out there.
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MAKERSPACE
What is the Makerspace, and what does it mean for 

Camden Hills Regional High School?
By Lillian Dailey

A mural painted on the wall of the Makerspace encouraging students to 
think of inventive ideas. 

Near the end of the 2019 
school year, students at CHRHS 
were given a presentation about 
the Makerspace, a new space that 
would be coming to the school in 
upcoming years. It detailed a plan 
to incorporate innovation into 
the school, and to provide spaces 
for students to be creative, both 
inside and outside of a classroom 
setting. The Makerspace has 
been created in the art wing in 
what used to be the woodshop. 

I visited the Makerspace 
alongside my Journalism class 
on the first day of school. My 
first thought was “Wow! It’s very 
bright in here!” My second was 
“this is really kind of cool.” As 
you walk into the Makerspace, 
the walls are bright yellow, with 
a large painting of a lightbulb on 
the wall with the phrase ‘ideas?’ 
above it. It is packed to the brim 
with “every tool or machine 
you can think of,’’ according 
to Suzanne Southworth, the 
Makerspace Coordinator. Still, 
even after hearing about the 
Makerspace in a presentation, 
and visiting the it in person, I 
had a few questions about the 
whole plan. 

My first question was simple, 
what is the Makerspace supposed 
to be?

According to the 
Superintendent of the Fivetowns 
CSD, Maria Libby, the 
Makerspace is intended to “be 
a space that ignites creativity 
and allows people to tinker and 
require them to build something 
to solve their problems.” It will 
be a place both for students 
to experience as a part of the 
curriculum of a class they’re in 
and to work on projects they are 
interested in non-academically. 

Multiple classes have already 
been to the Makerspace as part 
of their curriculum. Freshman 
Global Science class had a 
Makerspace orientation and 
Zenith, an alternative education 
program, is having a class in 
the space first semester. There 
will also be mini-classes starting 
later in the first semester, as well, 
where students can go during 
study halls to learn how to work 
certain pieces of equipment, 
such as the laser cutter, or 3D 

printer. 
Classes such as “Introduction 

to Design Engineering” and 
“Solutions Design” will also be 
available soon. 

The creators of the 
Makerspace intended it to be 
a way to introduce innovation 
to the school. “I want the 
[Makerspace] to be an umbrella 
under which students are 
allowed to explore their own 
interests and really be in the 
driver’s seat of their learning,” 
Ms. Libby said when I asked her 
about the purpose of the space, 
“I want students to be engaged 
and excited about pursuing 
what they’re interested in, not 
what anyone else has told them 
to be interested in.” Creating a 
space to innovate will provide 
an environment for students to 
solve technical, environmental, 
or social issues. The Makerspace 
will also encourage students 
to further individualize their 
learning. Ms. Southworth said 
that while it’s been “a slow start,” 
the school hopes to eventually 
have workshops and themed 
weeks surrounding different 
tools in the Makerspace. “Say, 
you want to learn how to use 
the 3D printer, you can come 
down during a study hall, lunch, 

flex time to learn how to use 
the 3D printer.” This will allow 
for widespread access to the 
Makerspace for the students at 
Camden Hills. 

The Makerspace will not 
just be a hub for innovation for 
students at Camden Hills, but for 
the greater fivetowns community 
as well. Ms Libby hopes that 
introducing the Makerspace 
will “tear down walls between 
students and the community 
around innovation,” and “be a 
community hub.” Along with the 
physical spaces within the school, 
the plan for the Makerspace 
includes introducing café nights 
where students and community 
members can network and 
discuss innovation. It is also 
hoped that incorporating 
innovation to our school will 
encourage others around us to 
do so as well.

The Makerspace will change 
how things are done at the high 
school by allowing students 
to further individualize the 
education they get at Camden 
Hills. “I hope that it helps 
students realize that there is 
so much more than sitting in 
a classroom” said Ms. Libby. 
“I hope that maybe for some 
students, what they’re doing in 

the Makerspace will make their 
day.” Whether taking a class in 
the Makerspace or going there 
to solve a problem, a student is 
still going to learn something-
-whether it is a physical skill, 
such as how to use a circular 
saw, or a conceptual skill, such 
as entrepreneurial thinking. 

The Innovation Engineering 
class- a class specifically 
designed under the Makerspace-
has been utilizing its resources 
during classes, while the 
Entrepreneurship class has been 
using the Makerspace to make 
prototypes for their main project. 
Sam Maltese, a student in the 
Entrepreneurship class, said that 
he ‘loves it [the Makerspace].” 

Camden Hills Regional High 
School is one of the first public 
schools to introduce a plan like 
the Makerspace. There are only 
two other public high schools in 
the United States implementing 
plans similar to ours-- the Lower 
Merion School in Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania and 
Woodstock Union High School 
in Woodstock, Vermont. 

Camden Hills is itself being 
innovative by introducing the 
idea of innovation to the school. 
Ms. Libby hopes that being a 
groundbreaker in this sense 
will show students “that it’s 
good to take risks and to try 
to new things because that’s 
how people, economies, and 
civilizations continue to grow 
and develop.” This will help 
students understand that taking 
risks academically is beneficial 
and can help generate growth. 
It will also hopefully encourage 
“academic risk-taking as a way 
to make up for some of the 
other kinds of risks students are 
taking.”

Although the Makerspace is 
still in progress, it is already a 
resource that can be utilized by 
students when they need it. 
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HEALTH COLUMN
We all gossip, but is it healthy? In 

most cases the answer is, suprisingly, 
yes!

By Anikka Reinwand
According to the American 

Psychological Association, it is 
very hard to study gossip as it 
is typically a private behavior 
and there is a lot of stigma 
attached to the practice. But 
some studies have successfully 
examined what happens to 
our brains when we gab about 
others or react to gossip. In 
a 2015 study published in 
Social Neuroscience, scientists 
looked at the brains of men and 
women as they heard negative 
and positive gossip about 
themselves, their friends, and 
celebrities. People hearing 
either good or bad gossip about 
themselves showed activity in 
the prefrontal cortex of their 
brains, an area that is key for 
navigating complex social 
behaviors.

This activity indicated the 
subjects were pleased by the 
gossip and its insight. 

The study also found that 
the caudate nucleus, a reward     
center  in  the brain, was  
activated upon hearing negative 
gossip about celebrities. This 
showed that the subjects seemed 
to be amused or entertained 
by celebrity scandals. The 
researchers not only gathered 
information from looking at the 
brain images but also took polls 
on how the subjects felt. Not 
surprisingly, they were happier 
to hear positive gossip about 
themselves and more upset by 
hearing negative gossip about 
themselves.

A physiological distinction 
must be drawn however 
between active and passive 
participation in gossip. A 2012 
study published in the Journal 
of Personality and Social 
Psychology showed that when 
subjects heard about another 
person’s anti-social behavior 
or an injustice, their heart rates 
increased. When they were able 
to actively gossip about the 
person, or the situation, on the 
other hand, it soothed them and 
brought their heart rates down. 

The act of gossiping therefore 
can help calm the body.

Along with the cultural 
learning benefits humans have 
gained over time, research 
shows there are several ways 
understanding gossip can 
actually be beneficial. Gossip 
can promote cooperation 
by spreading important 
information. As Matthew 
Feinberg, an assistant 
professor of organizational 
behavior at the University of 
Toronto’s Rotman School of 
Management, says, “When 
people say ‘your reputation 
precedes you,’ it’s because they 
have heard gossip about that 
person,” he says, which “can be 
extremely useful.” In another 
study performed by Feinberg, a 
group of people were asked to 
identify people in the group who 
behaved selfishly via gossip, 
and promptly kicked them 
out. The remaining members 
were then able to work more 
harmoniously together on 
a series of tasks, while the 
shunned individuals were 
trying to redeem themselves 
and therefore stopped gossiping 
in a bad way.

Gossiping also influences 
the relationships people have 
with each other. “In order to 
gossip, you need to feel close 
to people,” says Stacy Torres, 
assistant professor of sociology 
at the University of California, 
San Francisco, who has studied 
gossip in older adults. There’s 
an intimacy that comes from 
sharing experiences with 
people and feeling like you’re 
on the same page about others. 
Torres’ research has found that 
gossip can stave off loneliness 
and other studies have found 
it can bring about bonding and 
closeness and serve as a form 
of entertainment. So gossiping 
can be good for us in building 
stronger relationships with 
others, as well as making us 
happy.  

CLIMATE CHANGE IN 
ASIA

Muadz Khan is a 
climate activist from 
Malaysia who wrote to 
Camden Hills Gazette 
to express his concern 
surrounding climate 
changes effect on Asian 
communities. 

Greenhouse gases like 
methane and carbon dioxide 
trap heat in the atmosphere 
like a blanket. This warming 
causes weather patterns 
to change and increase the 
likelihood of extreme weather 
conditions. Climate change will 
affect many elements of human 
life on Earth, including water 
resources, agriculture and 
food security, ecosystems and 
biodiversity, health, and coastal 
zones. Asia, the most populated 
region in the world has already 
begun to notice the beginning 
effects of this environmental 

disaster. As a consequence, it 
faces some of the most complex 
environmental and socio-
economic challenges. Land 
and ecosystems are already 
being degraded, threatening 
food security. Water and 
air quality are deteriorating 
while continued increases in 
consumption and associated 
waste are contributing to the 
exponential growth of existing 
environmental problems. The 
region is also highly subject to 
natural hazards, such as the 

continued on page 5
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2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami 
and the 2006 landslides in the 
Philippines. There is evidence 
of prominent increases in the 
intensity and frequency of 
many extreme weather events 
such as heat waves, tropical 
cyclones, prolonged dry spells, 
intense rainfall, tornadoes, snow 
avalanches, thunderstorms and 
severe dust storms in the region. 
Impacts of such disasters range 
from hunger and susceptibility 
to diseases, to loss of income 
and livelihoods, affecting human 
survival and well-being. The 
extreme weather events in China 
during 2006 included major 
storms and flooding in the south 
and east, as well as heat and 
drought in central, western and 
north-eastern regions, killing more 
than 2700 people and causing 
USD 20 billion in damages.

Because of the pre-existing 
environmental modifications, 
rainfall is predicted to increase over 
most of Asia, particularly during 
the monsoon season. Increased 
rainfall could extend flood-prone 
areas in East Asia, South Asia 
and Southeast Asia. Meanwhile, 
crop yields are predicted to fall by 
up to 30 percent in Central and 
South Asia, creating a high risk of 
increased hunger across several 
countries. 

Alongside the loss of stable 
agriculture, water will likely 
become increasingly scarce. 
The melting of glaciers in the 
Himalayas will, on the short term, 
mean increased risk of flooding, 
erosion, mudslides and glacial 
lake outburst floods in Nepal, 

Bangladesh, Pakistan and North 
India during the wet season. The 
melting of snow coincides with the 
summer monsoon and is likely to 
contribute to flood disasters in the 
Himalayas. On the longer term, 
global warming could lead to a 
rise in the snowline, decreasing 
the amount of naturally reserved 
water that feeds the seven main 
rivers in Asia. The loss of these 
rivers as a water source could 
also lead to a disappearance of 
the many populations who live 
alongside them. Throughout Asia 
one billion people could face water 
shortage leading to drought and 
land degradation by the 2050s.

But the principal impacts 
of climate change will be on 
health. Climate change will bring 
dangerous epidemics of malaria, 
dengue, and other vector-
borne diseases. Diarrhoea and 
malnutrition cases are already 
the most prevalent in the world 
in Southeast Asian countries 
including Bangladesh, India, 
Maldives, Myanmar and Nepal. 
Illness and death are expected to 
increase due elevated amounts of 
cholera bacteria in coastal waters, 
flooding and droughts. An increase 
in the frequency and duration of 
heat waves and humid conditions 
during the summer are likely to 
increase the risk of mortality and 
morbidity, principally in the old 
and urban poor populations of 
temperate and tropical Asia. High 
temperatures and poor urban air 
quality, such as in Chongqing, 
China and in Jakarta, Indonesia, 
could attribute to widespread heat 
stress and smog induced illnesses 
in urban populations.

In recent years, 
enormous pressure 
has been put on 
Asia’s ecosystem 
to support the 
e v e r - g r o w i n g 
demand for 
natural resources. 
The most affected 
areas are coastal 
and marine 
ecosystems, forests 
and mountainous 
regions and the 
flora and fauna 
within them. 
Climate change will 
have a profound 
effect on the future 
d i s t r i b u t i o n , 
productivity, and 
health of forests 

throughout Asia. 
Northeast China will likely become 
deprived of its conifer forest as 
overpopulation and increased 
temperatures take their toll on 
the fragile ecosystem. Grassland 
productivity is expected to decline 
by as much as 40 to 90 percent for 
an increase in temperature of 2-3 
celcius, combined with the effect 
of reduced precipitation, in the 
semi-arid and arid regions of Asia.

Fisheries in both fresh and 
sea water could also be affected. 
Those at higher elevations are 
likely to be adversely affected by a 
lower availability of oxygen due to 
rise in surface air temperatures. In 
the plains, the timing and amount 
of precipitation could also affect 
the migration of fish species from 
the river to the floodplains for 
spawning, dispersal and growth. 
Sea level rise and changes in sea 
water temperatures, salinity, 
wind speed and direction, 
strength of upwelling, mixing 
layer thickness, and predator 
response to climate change have 
the potential to substantially alter 
fish breeding habitats and food 
supply. Ultimately, it will modify 
the abundance of fish populations 
in Asian waters, a resource that 
is crucial to the lives of coastal 
economies. Further, the projected 
sea level rise could flood the 
residence of millions of people 
living in the low lying areas of 
South, Southeast and East Asia 
such as Vietnam, Bangladesh, 
India and China.

Experts point to how the 
agricultural sector in Southeast 
Asia suffers from the impact of 
climate change. Professor William 
Chen, Director of Nanyang 
Technological University’s (NTU) 
Food Science & Technology 
Program, expressed how 
emissions from the region will 

grow as 
its economies develop. Already, 
Indonesia and Myanmar are 
listed as two of the ten countries 
with the largest emissions from 
agriculture worldwide. Farmers 
in the region are planting more 
economically lucrative crops now, 
such as durian, on top of staples 
like rice. “The competition with 
traditional crop farming will drive 
deforestation, thus contributing to 
higher greenhouse emissions,’’ said 
Professor Chen. Desertification 
is also likely to pose a problem. 
University of Bonn’s Dr Alisher 
Mirzabaev, said desertification is 
a process of land degradation in 
dryland areas. “Besides climate 
change and climate change-related 
factors, human activities drive 
desertification,” he said, pointing 
to examples such as unsustainable 
land management, overgrazing 
of lands by livestock and 
deforestation due to agricultural 
expansion. 

While governments need to 
make big changes--individuals can 
play a role too. Scientists say we all 
have to make rapid, far-reaching 
and unprecedented changes to our 
lifestyles in order to avoid severely 
damaging climate change. We need 
to buy less meat, milk, cheese and 
butter; eat more locally sourced 
seasonal food and throw less of 
it away, drive electric cars but 
walk or cycle short distances, take 
trains and buses instead of planes, 
use video conferencing instead of 
business travel, use a washing line 
instead of a tumble dryer, insulate 
homes, and demand low carbon in 
every consumer product. 

These situations brought about 
by climate change are not exclusive 
to Asia, every part of the planet 
will feel the effect of humanity’s 
inaction. So do the opposite, fight 
as hard as you can for the Earth.

continued from page 4
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THE HIDDEN WORLD OF KASHMIR
For eighty-two days Indian controlled Kashmir has been 

under siege. Why haven’t you heard anything?
By Ilianna Kahn

continued from page 1
Both Vijayan and Angana 

P. Chatterji, a cultural 
anthropologist who has done, 
and continues to do, human 
rights work in Kashmir, spoke 
about the devastation in the 
area at this conference. They 
opened the eyes of the people 
attending the event to the 
massive, long-standing, and 
continuous humanitarian 
crisis in Indian-occupied 
Kashmir. Eileen Maeda, one 
of the students who attended 
the conference with me, said 
how the presentations “shed 
light on a topic that typically 
doesn’t get much coverage in 
mainstream American media.”

 The presentation of this 
information hit me and my 
high-school classmates hard. 
We were the youngest people 
attending the conference that 
day and none of us had never 
heard of Kashmir before. 
Out of the fifteen classmates 
I questioned, everyone was 
just as in the dark about the 
situation as I had been. In fact, 
no one even knew the name 
Kashmir. This was astonishing 
to me. 

The two speakers had 
such strong and impactful 
presentations it seemed as 

though the whole world must 
know this information as well. 
Vijayan not only explained 
the situation but also skyped 
a friend who had been living 
through the siege and he gave 
a first-hand account of what it 
was like. He spoke about the 
isolation in the area as well as 
the uncertainty of the future. 
This first-hand account gave 
the audience a clear perspective 
on the situation in Kashmiri 
during that time. 

“They were really 
powerful presentations 
because we witnessed 
the raw emotions and 

thoughts from someone 
affected by the Indian 

occupation of Kashmir.”

Vijayan also talked about 
what it was like to be outside 
of Kashmir and have loved 
ones living in the area. She 
described how not being able to 
contact them left her constantly 
worried and feeling helpless, 
unable to do anything else but 
call daily, hoping someone 
would answer.

The second presenter, 
Angana P. Chatterji, described 

some of the work 
she had done as 
an anthropologist 
and activist in 
Kashmir. One of 
the things she 
said that stuck 
with me was when 
she and a team 
were looking 
at unmarked 
gravesites. There 
was a particular 
site of mass 
graves next to 
a school that 
children have to 
pass daily as they 
walk to school. 
Imagine how this 
affected their 
childhood. How 

this became the most normal 
thing for them to see. 

Eileen summed up these 
presentations perfectly. 
“They were really powerful 
presentations because we 
witnessed the raw emotions 
and thoughts from someone 
affected by the Indian 
occupation of Kashmir.”

Bailey Young, another one 
of the students learning about 
Kashmir at PopTech voices 
her opinion on the subject 
said, “Kashmir needs to be 
talked about, it’s honestly 
terrifying that we live during 
a time where everyone is 
connected and yet things like 
this can happen with little 
attention to it by the United 
States press.”

 
“After learning all of 

this information and 
hearing these emotional 

and powerful first-
hand accounts of being 

in Kashmir, it seems 
as though everyone 

should know about the 
situation.”

After learning all of this 
information and hearing 
these emotional and 
powerful first-hand accounts 
of being in Kashmir, it seems 
as though everyone should 
know about the situation. 
Some people do know the 
basics of what is going on, but 
no one is teaching the younger 
generations. Kashmir is a 
place of humanitarian crisis 
and the details 
are astonishing 
and atrocious, 
but what 
makes it worse 
is the lack of 
news coverage 
and world 
k n o w l e d g e 
about it. 

LETTER 
FROM THE 

EDITOR

continued on page 12

Dear Reader,

My name is Phoebe Walsh, 
I am the managing editor for 
Camden Hills Gazette. It’s great 
to meet you! 

Two years ago, my vice 
president, Eileen Maeda, and 
I noticed there was no formal 
platform for student voice 
within Camden Hills Regional 
High School. I found this odd, 
most high schools have a student 
newspaper. So, to fill this void, 
we started one! We gained 
traction quickly, with twenty-
five staff members by the end of 
our first year. 

As we grew, we began to feel 
confined within the bounds 
of the high school. Thanks to 
a partnership with Courier 
publications, we made the 
decision to expand our reach to 
include the rest of the Midcoast! 

With this shift, we have 
encountered and overcome 
many challenges. We had to 
learn (quickly!) how to sell 
ads, use new software, and be 
stronger journalists and editors.

-EILEEN MAEDA, STUDENT
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OPINION
We have the technology to bring back 

extinct animals, but should we?
By Lilly Curtis

DEBUT REVIEWS
Later Alligator

By Jesse Bifulco

There is currently a heated 
debate among the scientific 
community as to whether 
we should use our scientific 
advancements to revive extinct 
animals. The revitalization of 
these creatures, however, will 
have consequences that should 
be identified to the public. 

American culture is firmly 
rooted in our ability to enact the 
will of the citizens and preach our 
freedom. But this mentality can 
unintentionally create situations 
that we simply cannot afford to 
play God in. We must understand 
that just because we can, does 
not mean we should. There are 
some circumstances that are not 
meant for human interference. 

These animals are not adapted 
to the modern world. It is much 
more likely that they will instead 
damage the environment. As 
humans, we may have the 
technology to revive them, but 
not the insight to predict what 
will happen. We have witnessed 
the destruction that introducing 
invasive species to alternate 
habitats has on the ecosystems 
they infiltrate. A notable example 
is the poisonous cane toads 
brought to Australia to combat 
beetles destroying sugar cane, 
but instead the toads spread all 
over the continent and are still 
depleting native populations. 

If scientists really want to help 
the environment and invest the 
materials and technology to do 
so, they should allot that money 
to protect and preserve current 
species. Endangered species 
require large amounts of funds 
to protect- a single elephant 
costs around $70,000 dollars 
per year according to the Animal 
Welfare Society. Bringing back 
once extinct species is not worth 
the price of possible failure, nor 
the neglect of already struggling 
wildlife.

If uncontrolled, bringing back 
these animals will harm natural 
orders. Just like modified crops, 
they can have unexpected 
effects on the environment. De-
extinct species would be alien 
and potentially invasive, their 
habitats and food sources have 
changed, so their roles in today’s 
changed ecosystems would be 

too. They will pose a threat to 
already already present animals 
and only cause harm.

Furthermore, bringing back 
these species is cruel to them 
as living beings. They are from 
a different environment and 
a different climate, bringing 
them back will force them to 
try to survive in a habitat past 
their time. It will be nearly 
impossible for them to adapt to 
our environment, and they will 
instead suffer as a result. The 
knowledge revealed by these 
animals is not worth their pain 
or the sacrifice of an ecosystem, 
especially when the same 
knowledge could be gained from 
fossils, rocks, and ice cores. 

But that is not the only thing 
these creatures could face. They 
will likely suffer at the hands 
of the very same species who 
revived them. The possibility 
that they could fall into the wrong 
hands is undeniable. The claim 
that extinct species are brought 
back merely for information, 
knowledge, and ecology ignores 
the likelihood that a portion of 
these revitalized animals may 
ultimately be transported across 
the world, shown off as a zoo 
animal, and hunted by poachers. 
If elephants and rhinos are going 
extinct because of ivory hunting, 
how much would the black 
market offer for the horns of a 
mammoth that walked on Earth 
4000 years ago? The purpose 
intent of reviving extinct species 
could be transformed into 
immoral exploitation. How can 
we guarantee that the species 
subjected to de-extinction won’t 
fall into the hands of human 
greed? Judging by our methods 
today, we will only take from 
these creatures and use them for 
our own purposes rather than 
for what we originally intended 
them to be resurrected for.

 Revitalization sounds 
godly, impressive, dystopian, but 
in reality, de-extinction is merely 
an exercise in immorality.  It is a 
distraction from current issues, 
taking away critical funding 
that could be used to save living 
species. We cannot allow rash 
curiosity, guilt, and greed to 
overtake common sense.

SmallBu studios is a growing 
YouTube animation studio 
best known for its creation of 
the wholesome series Baman 
Piderman. But the studio’s 
focus on animation was in 
for a change when this two-
person team announced that 
they would be directing and 
animating SmallBu’s first video 
game: Later Alligator. Set in 
a cartoonish world dubbed 
“Alligator New York City” where 
everything is the same–except 
for the stylistic animation that 
portrays every character as an 
alligator– Later Alligator is 
the story of an alligator named 
Pat, who is worried that his 
mafia-esque family is going to 
“knock him off” at an upcoming 
event. It is the player’s job to 
investigate the event by seeking 
out Pat’s relatives across the city 
and playing short, unique mini 
games in order to get them to 
reveal small parts of the story. 
The game can be finished in 
one evening, but there are three 
endings which lends itself to 
somef replayability. 

The Good:
Later Alligator is an incredibly 

amusing game. The majority of 
the gameplay itself likens to that 
of a standard Ace Attorney game: 
talking to people and traversing 
between charming locations. 
Most of the mini games are used 
to deliver a joke, but some are 
genuinely challenging. There 
are a few that require the player 
to actually leave the game and 
bring up a web browser and type 
in a specific website or use a QR 
Code scanner on the screen. This 
is a unique gameplay element 
that I have never seen before in 
a puzzle game, and it is pulled 
off seamlessly when paired 
with most of the already meta 
dialogue— every line of which 
is either the set-up or payoff to 
a joke. There is a plethora of 
self-referential jokes and pop 
culture references in every scene 
and some subtler jokes that take 
some digging to find.

Animated cutscenes are 
common, and every single one 
oozes the polished, wacky style 
that SmallBu is known for; the 
game is artistically well designed. 
Many locations have incredibly 

faded or grayscale pallets, which 
complement the noir mood of 
the game along with the jazzy 
soundtrack. The seemingly 
serious theme, however, is 
juxtaposed humorously with 
the actual content of the game 
which borders on snappy, silly, 
and sometimes even edgy.

The Bad:
The plotline of Later Alligator, 

for all its quips and jokes, leaves 
something to be desired. The 
ending— at least the one that 
I got during my first casual 
playthrough of the game— is 
predictable, despite the feeling 
that it was building up to a 
twist. Fans of triple A games 
and first person shooters should 
elect to watch a playthrough on 
YouTube and still enjoy all of the 
humor and animation without 
the $20 pricetag, though the 
price is well worth it to Indie-
game regulars. The gameplay 
of Later Alligator feels like it is 
supposed to be laid-back, but 
an ingame timer that forces the 
plot to move along at a specific 
pace hurts the relaxing tone. 
An option to turn the timer off 
would be ideal for casual gamers 
who just want to enjoy all that 
Later Alligator has to offer in 
one playthrough. I found that I 
had just enough time to explore 
one-two of the game’s diverse 
locations, but no time to dig for 
the game’s purported variety of 
hidden secrets. 

The Conclusion:
Later Alligator is a unique 

work of art, but its shallow 
gameplay is just barely held 
up by the game’s plentiful 
stream of dialogue and visual 
jokes. Every aspect of the 
characters, setting, and music 
sets a wonderfully consistent 
tone, and there are some 
genuinely hilarious moments. 
SmallBu’s first venture into the 
game development world may 
have resulted in an incredibly 
niche story, but it is still worth 
the investment for anyone 
interested in mystery, puzzles, 
and alligators. 

I rate 9/10. You can buy the 
game or watch the trailer at 
savepat.biz
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THE VISUAL ARTS
ANNIKA CHARLAND

Annika Charland is a senior at 
Camden Hills and joined CHG at 
its very beginning. She has been 
involved in the art department at 
the high school for the past four 
years and has had art shown at the 
Portland Museum of Art, Maine 
State House, as well as received 
other recognitions. She hopes to 
keep art a part of her life regardless 
of what she ends up pursuing. You 
can find her at annika.charland20@
fivetowns.net. Send her pictures of 
your art to be featured in future 
CHG issues!

ANNIKA 
CHARLAND-

PORTRAIT OF
MALALA

When given the opportunity 
to do a portrait of someone 
who inspires me, my thoughts 
went to Malala Yousafzai. 
Malala began fighting for girls’ 
education rights in the Middle 
East at the age of eleven. At 
fifteen, she was shot in the head 
during an assasination attempt, 
due to her political activism. 
She made a miraculous recovery 
and continued her efforts, later 
becoming the youngest recipient 
of the Nobel Peace Prize, and a 
prominent feminist figure. 

To complete the portrait, I 
made stamps of the number 
from the date of the assasination 
attempt (10/9/12) and letters to 
spell out change, representing the 
change she has influenced. I used 
these stamps and ink as my only 
medium. The portrait was selected 
to hang in The Portland Museum of 
Art for the Maine Youth Art Show, 
and won the Silver Key award from 
Scholastic Art Competition. 

“When given the 
opportunity to 
do a portrait of 
someone who 
inspires me, 
my thoughts 

went to Malala 
Yousafzai. ”

“The portrait was 
selected to hang 
in The Portland 
Museum of Art 
for the Maine 

Youth Art Show, 
and won the 

Silver Key award.”
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THE VISUAL ARTS
BELLA TRACY

“This piece is about adolescences and it’s stages, followed by the eventual 
mourning of adolescence. The time goes by quickly, sometimes even in a blink 

of an eye with no understanding of how time flew by so quickly. Just a few 
days ago it felt like we where just kids, now here we are almost adults.”

SQUARE ONE

SQUARE TWO

SQUARE THREE

SQUARE FOUR

Eyes wide open - new view.

Years pass - everything becomes 
fuzzy.

Days pass after years.

Hours pass - distortion sets in - 
you are not who you once were.

Bella Tracy is a senior at 
Camden Hills, she practices 
photography and film as well as 
graphic design and drawing. Bella 
wants to study film and fashion 
design at PRATT and started 
working for CHG in 2018. She’s 
very passionate about film and 
design and hopes to one day direct 
her own films, and eventually 
design and create her own fashion 
brand. If you want to reach out 
to her you can reach her at:                                                            
annabella.tracy20@fivetowns.net

BELLA TRACY-
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THE COMIC SECTION
THE CHRONICLES OF JOSIE

By Annabel Parker

MONTHLY VINES
By Martha Aramthip

“Bring the ‘Beet’ in”

“Liberian”
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THE LITERARY SECTION

Thunder crashed outside and the 
cabin was briefly illuminated by a 
blinding flash. By the time the men 
had realized what was to come, the 
waves had already swelled to the 
size of a small house. Each swell of 
the sea would be more than enough 
to rock the thirty-two foot fishing 
vessel to the point of capsizing. The 
captain stood on the shuddering 
bridge, ordering the crew to 
scramble around on deck and tie 
everything down as he motored 
into the coming waves. As thunder 
crashed once more, the North 
Star dove headfirst into one of the 
approaching waves, throwing water 
onboard and taking crew members’ 
legs out from under them. After 
helping their friends to their feet, 
everybody ducked inside, their fear 
of the raging storm outweighing 
their orders. 

 The wind was a constant 
shrieking presence in their ears. 
At that moment, the skies opened. 
Water gushed from above, rain 
coming down in such a way that the 
captain could hardly see his bow. 
Another flash of lightning and the 
boat crested over the top of a wave 
and careened down the other side 
until their bow hit the water with a 
great crash. 

The first mate began frantically 
radioing the Coast Guard, nearby 
ships-- anybody that could help 
them. They heard nothing but static, 
just more wind, more rain, more 
crashing waves. The boat, although 
sturdy, could only withstand so 

much. As much as he tried to ignore 
the thought, the captain could not 
help but wonder how long it would 
take before they were at the bottom 
of the sea.

 Off on the distant coast, the 
Coast Guard was preparing to help. 
But by the time they had manned 
their boat, the waves were too 
ferocious. The Coast Guard captain, 
clad in his life-vest and screaming 
commands made inaudible by the 
wind, took a deep breath and shook 
his head. 

To go would mean risking their 
lives. To stay meant sentencing 
any ships to a watery death, to 
stay at the bottom of the ocean 
forevermore. There was only one 
boat unaccounted for, the rest had 
made it back to the harbor before 
the storm broke. So they stayed, 
not willing to risk more lives for 
those stuck in the storm.

 Back on the feral waves, 
the crew had assembled on the 
bridge. Cold, wet, and afraid, they 
waited and prayed for help that 
would not come. The captain had 
slowed the ship to half its speed so 
the bow would be in less danger of 
staying submerged. Only moving 
fast enough to climb the waves, 
they prepared for what came on the 
other side. With a crash, the boat 
skidded down the opposite side of 
the wave until the bow dug into the 
water with a screech. The crew was 
hardly able to stand as they were 
sent stumbling forward. It was only 
after they had regained their footing 

that they heard it. The one man 
who stayed below decks to keep an 
eye on things was bellowing. At the 
top of his lungs, he was screaming 
to the bridge. They could barely 
hear it, but when they did, they 
trembled. A leak. A leak had sprung 
in the bow. He needed more hands.

 Their fear encouraging 
them, the three strongest sprinted 
below decks before they could crash 
into the bottom of another wave. 
Another crash sounded as the bow 
once more plunged beneath the 
surface. The captain hoped they 
had imagined it, but he knew it 
was real. As they crashed into the 
bottom of the wave, the bow gave 
a pained groan. They needed to 
patch the hull. The captain ordered 
half of the remaining crewmen to 
go stop the leak and keep the ship 
moving. Obeying simply because 
they needed to stop thinking about 
their fate, they dashed below decks, 

as the boat once more climbed a 
mountainous wave.

It had finally happened. The 
bow crashed into the waves so 
forcefully that it turned the boat. 
They were now hitting the waves 
side on. The first wave had the ship 
nearly collapsing onto its side. The 
second wave sent the water that 
was flowing unstoppably into the 
boat careening to the starboard 
side, forcing the ship to lean even 
further. The third wave was the end. 
The captain tried his best to save 
the boat, but it is impossible to stop 
the inevitable. With a mighty crash 
following a mighty wave, the boat 
capsized. The next wave pushed 
it down until the propeller was in 
the air. Thunder crashed. Within 
minutes the ship had disappeared. 
No wake, no nets, no rubble, no 
bodies. Nothing. The storm had 
claimed its lives. And still it raged 
on.

SHIPWRECK
By Nicole Pendleton

Photographed by: Phoebe Walsh



CAMDEN HILLS GAZETTE STUDENT FREE PRESS12 December 12th, 2019

SLIGHTLY SAGE 
ADVICE

Need a witty answer to 
your problems? Ask Sage at 

camdenhillsgazette.com
Dear Sage, 

It’s only the first few months 
of school and I am already losing 
my mind. Do I have motivation? 
No. Do I care anymore? No. 
How the heck am I supposed 
to survive the rest of the year 
if I can’t even survive the first 
month?

Please help,

Unmotivated Molly

Dear Unmotivated Molly,

Welcome to the freakin’ club. 
We meet every Wednesday and 
cry about the emotional stress 
and turmoil of high school. 
It’s quite fun actually. I would 
recommend you join us until the 
apocalypse comes and we never 
have to step foot back into these 
halls again.

Yours,
Sage

Dear Sage,

I just brought my boyfriend 
home for Thanksgiving to meet 
my parents and, well, they hate 
him. Just because he drives a 
Prius and wears scarves all the 
time, they automatically assume 
that he’s a snob. What can I do 
to change their minds?

Thanks, 
‘Bout to have no boyfriend 

Bobby

Dear ‘Bout to have no 
boyfriend Bobby,

I don’t know how to help you. 
He sounds like a snob. Tell him 
to stop buying five dollar lattes 
everyday and to eat something 
that doesn’t have deconstructed 

in the name.

Siding with the parents for 
once,

Sage

Dear Sage,

One of my favorite bands 
is coming to Maine, but I am 
very broke and can’t afford the 
tickets. Any suggestions on how 
to make some quick money?

Thanks,
Broke Bob

Dear Broke Bob,

There is no need to stress 
about making money fast, 
because how I see it, you do 
not need a ticket to get into a 
concert. This is what you do. 

1. DIY a staff t shirt, and 
utility belt.

2. Find ladder.
3. Go to said concert and walk 

through the front door.
These steps are bullet proof 

because, as we all know, no one 
questions a guy with a ladder.

Climbing your way to success,

Sage

P.S. We at Camden Hills 
Gazette do not condone “scams” 
because we are nerds. 

LETTER FROM THE 
EDITOR

continued from page 6
Through this, we have become 

much more comfortable in our 
abilities as a staff. I am beyond 
proud of what we have achieved 
together. 

With that, I would like to 
welcome you to a new era 
of student journalism! Our 
intention is to reach out to 
students all over the state, 
country, and world to bring 
you the news in as many voices 
as possible. Our generation is 
deeply motivated, connected, 
and passionate- and we are 
ready to put our voice on the 
table, equal with adults. 

Camden Hills Gazette is made 
up of activists and speakers, 

artists and entrepreneurs, and, 
of course, talented writers. We 
are not afraid to discuss hard 
topics or bring up controversial 
ideas. 

We are looking for more 
writers, photographers, artists, 
and editors who are willing to 
put in the work necessary to be 
a part of a newspaper.  

So if you are interested in 
being involved, please check us 
out on camdenhillsgazette.com, 
or reach out to me personally at 
camdenhillsgazette@gmail.com 

Sincerely,

Phoebe Walsh
Managing Editor and Founder

CONTRIBUTORS

Phoebe Walsh, Managing 
Editor and Founder

Eileen Maeda, Vice 
President

Bailey Young, Vice 
President

Sam Maltese, Sales 
Representative

Annabel Parker, Sales 
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Chloe Cognard, EditorElias Porter, Editor Iris Luce, Editor

Robyn Walker-Spencer, 
Head Editor

Thank you to the incredible team that 
pulled this all together!


